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Rivki's room looked very much like the carni-
vdl her class was planning for Chanukah. Pa-
pers, streamers, balloons, tickets, prizes, and
boxes were scattered all around. Rivki was the
class president, and her friends were going to

come over soon to organize the project.

* Rivki sat hunched over her plan book. "What
are we going to do?" she thought. "We don't
have enough room to set up all the booths."
She tried to rearrange the floor plan again on
a fresh piece of paper.

| While Rivki was busy working, her sister Leah
came into the room. "Rivki, our class is putting
on a Chanukah play. I'm one of the seven sons
- of Chana who wouldn't bow down to the idol. |
can't decide which costume to wear."

"Oh, Leah!" blurted out Rivki. "I'm busy
enough with my own problems, and | can't pos-
sibly worry about yours!" Rivki went back to
her work. She didn't notice her mother stand-
ing in the doorway of her room.

"Rivki, I'm happy that you are so involved in a
good project,” her mother said with a smile.
"I'm sure it's a lot of work and that you have
to handle many details. Still, you might try to
put your affairs aside for a moment and help
someone else with theirs. Think what Yosef
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HaTzaddik did when he was imprisoned in
Egypt."

Rivki put down her pen and looked at her
mother. To tell the truth, she was pleased to
take a break from her project.

"Yosef HaTzaddik," her mother continued,
"certainly had plenty of problems of his own.
Nevertheless, he paid attention to other pris-
oners as well.

"One day, Yosef noticed that the royal butler
and baker were in a bad mood. Yosef was
probably not in a great mood himself, since he
was taken from his family and thrown into
prison. Still, he listened patiently to their
dreams, and he offered them some advice.

"This was very typical of Yosef. He was a per-
son who cared about others even if he had his
own worries. When he was born, his mother
sdid, Yosef Hashem li ben acher. Acher means
'‘another.' It also means 'an outsider.' Yosef
cares for other people even those who are
different, and even those who are outsiders.
He reaches out to these people and brings
them close, making the 'acher' into a ben 'a
son.' "

(Adapted from Likkutei Sichos, Vol. XXVI)
‘Please Tell Me What the Rebbe Said’
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WITH MANY THANKS TO OUR
GENEROUS SPONSORS: .
Chiniich Yaldei Hashluchim: 4
Rabbi Kasriel and Mrs. Chana E. Shemtov
. 2
Connections:
Mr. Yochanan and Mrs. Peri Brook - T
Mr. Zalman and Mrs. Raizy Cousin o

THEY REJTED ON THE
TWENTY FIFTH.

Plesse send your answers to connectionssshluchim.org

Last weeks’ brain buster: My father passed away, I was freed.
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Congratulations to Chayaleh Turk, age 8 from Chicago, IL

Answer: *27 PUOR

for solving‘ the brain buster.



S

‘?’*%éj

Hey there kinderlach!

| am o excited! | am finally back here in my favorite chair, at my favorite desk,
holding my favorite red pen that | got as a birthday present from Mrs Getzel many
many years ago.

What a week it has been! Did you know that the Shpalerno Prison is still in use! |
was 50 scared trying to get in there! My zeide — the original Reb Getzel - was one of
the Chassidim who just managed to escape the NKVD by the skin of his teeth, and |
was sure that they would still have a file open on him, and maybe they would think |
was him and send me off to deepest Siberial

You see everything in Russia goes by your passport. Or as they like to call it there,
your ‘document’. If you want to buy a train ticket — show your passport. If want to
get into Shpalerno Prison — show your passport. If you need to ask a policeman for
directions to the Petropolski Fortress — show your passport. It is a good job that Mrs
Getzel had tied my passport around my neck otherwise | might have ended up in the
Shpalerno Prison for real.

Anyway, since the Russians like passports so much, the first thing that happened
when | asked Boris the Guard to let me into Shpalerno, was that he asked for my
passport. Boy was | shaking! From the look on his face | got the feeling that he was
already starting to think which of the many cells in Shpalerno he should put me in.
Unfortunately, | never even got past the front door. Boris the Guard just told me in
broken English, this Russian CIA." By which | guess he means that the building is still
used by the NKVD or whiatever it is called these days. | tried explaining to them that
this was an important historical building and they should let me in to take a few
pictures but Boris did not seem very excited by this idea. So humming ‘didan not-
zach,” to myself, | wished him a dobrei dyen, and headed on my way.

My next stop was the Petropolski Fortress. | was so excited! | was travelling across
the same river that the Alter Rebbe had crossed! Have you heard the story of how
the Alter Rebbe made the boat stop to say Kiddush levana? Well | was travelling across
the same river! In fact the boat | was in looked 0 old, it could have even been the
same boat!

Well at least | was able to get into the fortress, but unfortunately the actual part
where the Alter Rebbe had been kept has been knocked down. It is still a very scary
fortress and if you come by boat across the river it is even scarier because it really
towers over you. It is easy to understand why the Chassidim were so happy when the
Alter Rebbe was released!

Before | knew it though, my trip was over and it was time to head back to the
water-logged corn fields of lowa. It had been a really amazing trip — | had seen some
special places in Petersburg, visited some of the Shluchim there, and even had time to
¢at in their super-fancy Shalom restaurant. And most important it had made me
appreciate even more the mesiras nefesh that the Rabbeim had had for us Chassidim
and for chassidus, and that made all the passport checks worthwhile,

Talk to you later (I mean next week).
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RIVKY GREENBERG, AGE 6 1/2
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

My name is Rivky Greenberg. | live in
Anchorage, Alaska. There's 4 kids in
my Family. Me!!! (of course) and I'm ©
and a halF. | have 2 brothers, and 1
sister. Their names are: Mendy who's
}16, Mushky who's 15, and Cevi who's
I'm home schooled and | go fo Che
Criline School. | also have school,
with Ceachers From obher places

In Alaska, the weather is below O.
Once on Chanukah we made an ice
Mencrah and it was outside, next to
our Front door For Chree months af-
Cer our Chanukah party. Here, people
go dog-sledding, sking and obther
Chings.

| help Ceach. We have a pre-school, a
Hebrew School, a Talmud Torah -
only some kids go bo it - and also a
two week Summer camp. Every ‘Yom
Tov we have somelhing else. Cike on
Rosh Hashana and ‘Yom Kippur we
have it in a holel. For Chanukah we
have a big big big party with loads
of games like bungy run, moon bounce,
bingo and more sCbuff. Also For Purim
we have a big party.

Wnen my Father and brother go Cto
Che Kinus we have a (adies’ Shabbos.
In my class we make a Dvar Torah
For every Shabbos. | read it in Yid-
dish and it makes a Kiddush Hashem.
Our house is also our Chabad House.
The oulside is brown and next fo Che
door Chere's a sign: «Beis Chabad-.
Downstairs is the Shul, an office and
a Hebrew School. | also have school
downstairs in a little classroom.

Hey kids/!
Send us a report about your shlichus and we will IY*H
publish it in our future connections/
E-mail us at connections@shluchim.org
Please include your name, age and location of shlichus.




This Shahbos is Nay wn 0*°37231 Naw

[0 naw morning | made sure to say 0**1n. (Remember to say your

quota for the World-Wide Tehillim club)

[J 1 went to Shul and made the special 1372 for the new month of
Nn3av. (The 7372 can be found in the Mo after Manw for

nav)
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The sons of apy» were all op*x. If so, why did they want to
Kill aovre

The brothers knew that rwn will come from 3. But when
aov told them his two dreams, they saw that sor wanted to
be the leader over all the brothers, including nmm! That would
make him a rebel against the king, and therefore he deserved
to die.

But really both spr and the brothers were right. sor was
meant to be a leader, but only to get the world ready for
rmwn. His first dream came true when he became a leader in

oxn. The second dream was for his descendant, "oy 13 rewn.”
He is the person ‘i picked to prepare the world for "2 rown
71" - the true and final mwn, from the vaw of o,

N2V N YKXR9
Thursday — 1903 “5
Friday — N2y ‘X

[T 1 remembered to say &2 7193 in 1wy 730w and in bentching.
[T 1 remembered to say 95 after 1wy e
[ | remembered to daven 5o
[T | remembered to say sw3 3373 after the v Sw “ww.
[ (For Girls) | didn’t sew or do any laundry.
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Two years after he was arrested and set free in v“3pn (1798),
the a1 yu5x was arrested a second time; the reason was the

same as the first time. His second imprisonment was not as diffi-
cult as the first; and o*on celebrate the 5w 3n on "Ho3 v*),

the fifth day of o, with jy3paa7xo’s and learning the “yubx

¥39’S Mo,

Things weren't so bad for the Yidden when the Greeks
first entered Eretz Yisroel The Greeks were not unciviized
fighters; they did not want to destroy the Jewish people or
their land. In fact, they were wise people, who liked to think,
paint, and buid. They admired beautiful things and they re-
spected other peoples' wisdom.

So why did a war break out between the Greeks and the
Yidden? Why did the Greeks make laws against the Torah and
punish Yidden who did not follow their rules?

Let's try to picture how it might have happened: The Greek
king wanted to find out how to rule Eretz Yisrael, so he sent
out some soldiers to mix with the Jews. "Find out more ahout
these people. See how they live. Study their dally activities,
and then report to me" he instructed his soldiers.

The soldiers set out on their mission. At first they didn't
mind what they saw; honest shopkeepers were good for
everyone, and even the mezuzos on their doors didn't
bother them - they believed in remembering history.

On their way, the soldiers passed by an olive grove. "Take a
look at that fellow," one pointed to a Jewish worker. "He's
collecting single drops of oil from each olive."

"Hey Jew, it'l take you forever to get the oil out of the
olives if you do it that way. Here, let me show you how we do
it."

“Thank you, sir" the worker replied. "We also use oil
presses. But not for this oil. These first drops of ol wil light
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the menorahin our Holy Beis Hamikdosh."

"Menorah? What's that? And why do you do it that way?"

The worker explained about the Beis Hamikdosh, and con-
cluded: ".that's the way G-d tells us to doit"

"Youmean you do it just because your G-d says so0?"

The Jew nodded and went back to work; he didn't try to
explain. The Greeks believed only things that they could un-
derstand. It wasn't easy to explain to them that we do
things just because Hashem says so.

The soldiers reported to their king. He was bothered hy
what they told him. "Well show them" he said to his men.
"They may have aninteresting religion, but they have to learn
to accept man-made ideas, not some holy commandments
froman invisible G-d.

“Let them light the menorah if they want to. But we'l give
their oil our Greek touch."

And that's what the Greeks did. They entered the Beis
Hamikdosh and made the ol impure. Then they tried to stop
the Jews from observing Hashem's Torah and mitzvos.

The Jews responded with mesiras nefesh, challenging the
most powerful army in the world with just a few men and
hardly any arms. But Hashem helped them. They miraculously
defeated the Greek armies, came back into the Beis Hamik-
dosh, and cleansed it of that Greek touch. And then, the me-
norah again burned with the light of pure oil

‘Please Tell Me What The Rebbe Said’
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o1ax ‘9 Greenwald first saw the Rebbe when he
attended the Rebbe’s wedding in Warsaw in 1929. He
was thirteen.

He had lost both his parents at a young age and was
brought up by his mother’s cousin, the famous oan n5n,
o 297 Zamba. When Rabbi Zamba attended the
Rebbe’s wedding, along with hundreds of other 0237 and
D5m 1050, young 071728 went along.

The day after the wedding, Rabbi Zamba and the boy
went to the Rebbe’s hotel room to personally wish him
2w Sin. The Rebbe received them warmly and as they
were about to leave, after a friendly and lively nn
conversation, the Rebbe turned to oi11ax and asked, "Do
you know why it is a 37 by many oon to make a
special celebration on the fifth night of m>1n?”

Neither of them answered...so the Rebbe continued,

“The purpose of the 7121 lights is to light up the nvamA
darkness of the outside world. The fifth night of 72un is
the darkest because it is the only night of the 21 ov that
can never fall on naw. And this is the job of every x,
whether in Warsaw or in London, to light up even the
darkest places.”

Time passed. omax gotb 7>mp, married and had five
beautiful children. But Poland wasn't a very safe place
anymore for the " x.

The Germans, onw rmv, conquered Poland. Together
with the willing help of the Polish people, they sent mil-
lions of ;X into concentration camps where they
suffered terribly and murdered most of them. o17ar 1
was no exception. He suffered for years through several
concentration camps and his wife and children were
killed. After the war he was broken, physically and men-
kally.

An uncle of his, wn ‘9 Greenwald, lived in America.
When he heard that 01728 9 was still alive, he offered to
buy him plane tickets and finally managed to convince
him to come to America.

Then after a year or so, in 1948, he introduced oi7ax 9
fo a woman who also had lost everything in the holo-
caust and they agreed to marry. But before the wedding,
the n%2's 21, Rabbi Kopel Shvarts of Toronto who was
close to the a7 7pp*17379 took oit7ar 3 to New York to
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receive a i1o72.

The 37 “ppr1739 cried tears of pain when he heard
what 071728 7 had been through. He gave him a 1371 and
suggested that since he had been at his son-in-law’s (the
Rebbe’s) wedding he should go to visit him as well.

When they entered the Rebbe’s room the Rebbe rec-
ognized him immediately and began to ask about 7
017aR’s cousin, Rabbi Zamba who had been murdered
by the Nazis, onw nm. He concluded by saying, “fince the
Rebbe, my father in law, sent you to me | will say a 137
7N about 7oun, as we are in the month of 5o3. It is
known that there is 3131 by those who follow the ow Sya
2w to make a special celebration on the fifth night of
moun. Why? Because that night never can fall on naw
which is the greatest darkness. That is the power of the
lights of o1 and the duty of every X, no matter
where he is, whether in New York or in London, to illu-
minate the darkest nvimA situations.”

D1MaR ‘9 was amazed that the Rebbe repeated exactly
what he had said twenty years ago in Warsaw. And he
was confused as to why he again included London. He
didn't dream of the importance it would have to him one
day.

Eventually, after his 130m, o11aR 9 settled in Toronto
working with §atmar o*1on as a 27 and teacher and he
had three children, hwo boys and a girl.

Unfortunately, many Satmar o1on were against the
Rebbe and Lubavitcher o*1*or and spoke not nicely about
them. Even though o7ax ‘9 lived among them, he and
his children never spoke bad against 7“an.

His children grew and eventually his son, o»n wn, met a
nice girl and they became engaged. or1ax 1 decided to
take him to the Rebbe for a 1372 before his wedding as
he had done years ago.

A month before the mnnmin 1969, he again was standing
before the Rebbe’s door, but this time with his own son.

As soon as they entered, the Rebbe immediately recog-
nized him and said "Well, it's about time, after a twenty
year break!” piman ‘9 was astounded but after a few
seconds he recovered enough to give the Rebbe a small
page upon which he wrote all his requests.

(To be continued)




TEST YOURIKNOWLEDGE

Kide! Fill out the ancwere to the puzzle below, and fax it to the
CShluchim Office at (718) 221- 0985 or e-mail it to
connectione@chluchim.org by Wednecday

Level I: ( @ L
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Circle whether each sentence is True or False '“52% &

MM starts on the night of 1703 {12 True  False
\Ve light the 171312 for 8 nights. True False
Our 371223 is to light the (11212 between 71221177 NP and D°22107T NRY. True False
\Ye light the 171312 from left to right. True False
The &1t has to burn all night. True  False
The leader of the D*R 1M was YN, True  False

The D' came from a city called *2212. True  False

After \71* N1 passed away, the leader of the D*R 1MW was his son WY, True False

The last night of 713131 is the most important night because that is when we get

True False
the most 53 710! als

The *27 said that we should light big 1117132 in public places so more people
will know about the miracle of 13131

E-mail:

Last \eek's Winners:
Leah Schlanger, 4.5 from Bakersfield, California
Lelig \'Jeiss, age 8 from Charlotte, North Carolina




Kide! Fill out the ancwere to the puzzle below, and fax it to the
Chluchim Office at (718) 221- 0985 or e-mail it to
connectione@chluchim.org by Wednecday

Level 2:

How many times can you find the word /731312

i

)

State:

Country:

E-mail:

Last V'Jeek's Vinners:
Mendel Azimov, age 6 from South Brunswick, NJ
Devorah Freundlich, age 9 from Beijing, China




