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THE CARRIAGE WOULD NOT MOVE

One of the most important dates in the Chassidic calendar is 1503 v*, for
on this date, the »27 9YVHR, YT INNWY 7 of Liadi, was freed from prison.

It was exactly 207 years ago that the »a1 9pvHR, author of the ®n and
™Y INYY, was arrested on false charges that he was not loyal to the
Russian government. The real reason £or his arrest, was to stop his efforts in
spreading N7, especidlly the teachings o€ the 210 nw Hya.

When the 27 9y0HR was freed, he was cleared o€ dll charges. It was a great
victory, and ensured the ultimate victory of all efforts to spread the teach-
ings o€ M1 on in all times, until the coming o€ N wn.

For this reason, 1503 v’ is celebrated with great happiness and
thanksgiving, and is cdlled nyT'oNY NIYN WRA.

Here is a short incident about how the 717 IVVOR was arrested. It set the tone for all
the events which followed, foreshadowing his ultimate release.

Seldiers of the Russian government came to arrest the 727 IVVIR in the middle of the
night. They drove a black carriage, called the “Black Maria,"” which was used t6 transport
the most dangercus prisoners facing charges of high treason.

Armed guards surrcunded the house, as the commanding officer knocked on the door to
arrest the 717 TYVOR.

Calrmly, the 727 IYVYR went with him, and boarded the waiting carriage. His 1’2791
and his IO were clenched in his arms. The black carriage drove off into the darkness. No
one knew its final destination.

They drove through the night and the following morning until about 10 am, when the
717 IPVIR meticned that he wished to speak with the cemmanding officer.

“In six hours the holy N2W will begin,” the 727 IOYR said. “I must ask you to stop and
rest until the holy day is over."

The otficer looked at him in disbelief. “Stop?” he exclaimed, "I am under strict erders to
transport you immediately. We will net be stopping at all!”

Suddenly, they heard a loud crack. The carriage tilted with a jolt to the side. An
axle of the wagon had broken! Perturbed, the officer sent to a nearby village to
have the axle repaired.
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Finally they were ready te continue, when suddenly one of the horses died.

Again, they sent t6 get « new horse, but once it was in harness, the carriage still would
n6t move, as if some unseen force was helding it.

Finally the cémmanding officer realized that he was not in contrel, and ne further
travel was going to take place. He approached the 7217 IYPVIHR apologetically and
suggested that they stop at a nearby town until after NIV.

“Ne," the 727 TVODR refused. “! will spend NV here. I you wish, you may move the
carriage to the side of the read.”

Suddenly, the carriage was able to move. The soldiers drove it off the main road, and
the 27 TYVOR cbserved NV in & nearby field.

All this happened « few miles away from the city of Nevel in the Province of Vitebsk.
The DY7°0N of Nevel knew the exact spet where the 717 IYPVIHR spent N2V, and would
point cut that on both sides of the read stocd old dead trees, but where they had parked
the carriage, there was a beautiful tall tree, aderned with numercus branches.

We see from this story, that the 1227 79VR was completely in control of what was
happening. He was not just taken to prison. He consented to go and face charges, be-
cause he knewthat he had to clear 170N of all false accusations. And he was
victorious!

The story goes on until today. It was set in motion by the 270 DW 5Y1, and now coming
to its great conclusion. Fs the Rebbe announced to us vecently, “non5xy ot y2an” -
“The time has arrived for your Redemption.”

In this month of 1502, the month of N71R), may we mevit to see it happen, the ultimate
NI with the coming of NYWN, immediately NOW!

(Tateen from the Gives tHashem Plewslettor)

MISSION FOR 1503 v

Answer the following questions: (5 points)

Whose 027898 is on 1903 0“7

1903 V7 is known as .

| learnt about the Y29 IYVHN’s imprisonment (from this sheet). (5 points)

I had a §»37929R9 YWT7ON in honor of 19D V*?: | sang a niggun of the Alter Rebbe
(you can listen to niggunim on www.shluchimkids.org/latestnews) and participated in the rally with
the Yaldei Hashluchim. (1O points)

Total points for 1905 V.

?

/20 points
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