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Spring is here, the sun is shining, the grass is green and the fowers are blooming.

And we're sure you dll know what's coming up soon! You probably know very welll You might even have
charts and countdowns to that important day!

You guessed! Ummm, no you didnt! Yes, summer vacation is coming soon, but why would we be
counting down to that? What are all o you Sunior Shluchim counting every day?

Now that's right. Sefiras Haomer - we are counting the days until Shavuos. Did you know that, as
Yidden, the only counting allowed is Sefiras Haomer? That's because Sefiras Haomer is a mitzvah. It is
written in the Torah in this week's parsha, Parshas Emor.

Usually, Yidden dont count. Yes, we can count how much to pay at the store for our chicken soup
(?Y), but we shouldnt count how many days are le€t until tomorrow. (How many are there, anyhow?) Why
not? We need to spend our time doing our best right now.

1€, while sitting in class, all we can think about is how long it will take to finish learning, can we readlly
learn well? | don't think so!

That is why we should not spend our time counting until tomorrow (or next week or month..). There's
important stuff to do right now!

Sometimes though, the Torah tells us to count. Then the counting is a mitzvah. Sefiras Haomeris a
mitzvah from the Torah. During Sefira, we are counting down to Matan Torah. Everything we do is in
preparation for Matan Torah. Whenever we do a mitzvah, we think: “This is helping prepare for the big
day, when we will get the Torah.”

That is good counting; it does not distract us from learning Torah and doing Mitzvos. It reminds us
to do more Mitzvos. Sefiras Haomer helps us remember what our dobs are.

So keep on counting.

.Rabbi'M S.h;:mtov. : 15th of the 1st.

Rivky Lokshin What am %

Dabrushy Pink

Aydla Vechter

Conmactions Proof- Bonderss Y ‘wel. Hrshlischion: Please send your answers to connections@shluchim.org
Rabbi A. Lipsey Rabbi Y. Deren Last weeks’ brain buster: I'm a mix that you can't wear. My middle and
Mrs. G. Junik Rabbi 0. Goldman last letters are 16. What am |2
Rabbi L. Zirkind Rabbi Y. Greenberg Answer: 1oy
Eagg! )B, Iéivergov Congratulations to Nechama Esther, Chaya Mushka & Avi Cunin, from
abol 7. shemtov Pacific Palisades. CA for solving the brain buster.

With many thanks to our generous sponsors:
Chinuch yala(a' Hashbuchim Mr & Mrs Yochanan & Peri Brook, Mr & Mrs Zalman & Raizy Cousin

Conmections: Rabbi & Mrs Mendel & Sara Shemtov, Rabbi & Mrs Kasriel & Chana E. Shemtov

A project of CHINUCH YALDEI HASHLUCHIM a division of The Shluchim Office
816 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11213 ~ (718) 221-0500 x317 ~ cyh@shluchim.org
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Hey Kids!

Being an inventor is hard work. Would you think that in
order to invent something, you would need to be strong and
sing and dance? | didn’t think so either until | tried it myself.
I'm Dr. Getzel, eye doctor and inventor. Yesterday | finally
had time to sit down and work on perfecting my newest
invention since Yom Tov was over. | still needed to find some
missing ingredients in order to complete my lightweight,
automatic, digital, multi-featured future-vision COL lens.
There | was, sitting on my worn-out, polka-dotted swivel
chair in my green-roofed office, looking at my invention
and thinking about what | could do to improve it. | sat. And |
looked. | looked. And | sat. But, unfortunately, none of the
sitting or looking helped me come up with any ideas to im-
prove the lens. | decided that | needed a change in tactic so |
stood up and closed my eyes. Then | stood on my head and
looked at the lens with one eye open and one eye closed. |
gtill Pllad no luck so | decided to leave my office and take a

reak.

| jogged down the street with my eyes, nose, ears, and
mouth wide open (I had to close my mouth after a bird al-
most flew in!) looking for something to help me with my
problem. Suddenly, | spotted an old lady wearing a big pink
bow-tie and carrying two heavy looking shopping bags. A
thought popped into my mind: ‘Everything a person hears
and sees is Hashgacha Protis and happens for a reason.” |
concluded that Hashem made me see this lady because she
would help me solve my problem and give me an idea to im-
prove my COL lens.

| ran over to the lady and offered to carry her bags
for her. As soon as | picked them up - Umph! | almost fell
flat on my face! The bags felt like they were filled with
rocks. They were so heavy that they made me loose my bal-
ance. Luckily, | activated my anti-trip, slip and fall device and
managed to catch myself from falling just in time to hear
the old ladies squeaky voice begin to speak. “Thank you so
much for carrying my rocks, Zeeskeit,” she said smiling. “But
be careful with them, my rock collection is very special to
me.”

By the time we got to her house, my arms were sore,
my back was stiff and | saw stars twinkling in front of my
eyes (even though it was in middle of the day). | was so ex-
cited to put down the bags that | let go of them right
where | was... and dropped them directly onto my big toe
(which made my big toe bigger). | started yelling and hopping
up and down. “Oy, Sheifalle!” cried the old lady. “That’s just
what | need after a long day. How did you know that | love
watching performances<

How could | say no to the little old lady? For the next
half hour | danced around her living room (which is not an
easy thing to do while holding one foot!) and pretended to
be Avraham Fried while the little old lady sat on her couch,
smiling and clapping.

When | finally got home that night with a hoarse voice
and aching bones | had something to add to my lens. The old
lady did help me with an idea in the end! | quickly turned on
my machines, mixed some chemicals together and - Poof- |
created the 70/80 feature. Most glasses help people see
perfectly with 20/20 vision. My lens would help people see
differently with 70/80 vision. 70/80 vision reminds you that
a person could be alive for 70 or 80 years just to be able to
do a favor for someone else. With that in mind, you'll always
run to help another Yid anytime with anything. So if you
ever meet alady who wants you to carry her rock collection
or put on a show for her, use the 70/80 vision and run to
help! Bye ‘till next week!

Dr. Getzel

22h amso [N Remember to count
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Raizy, 12, Chavi, 10 & Chaya Wushka, ®, Lenikev
Satellite Veach, Heorida

Hi my name is Raizy Konikov, the second oldest of 7
children KA'H. | am 12 years old, and | live in Satellite
Beach, Horida. My sisters Chavi, who is 10 and Chaya
Mushka who is 8 and |, would like to share a story with
you from our Shlichus. This past year we were getting
ready for Yom Kippur and we heard that there was go-
ing to be a hurricane. Since it was very short notice we
couldnt evacuate and close the Shul for Yom Kippur. We
had no choice but to stay. Kol Nidrei night we had a big
crowd. The next morning there were a little less, but stil
a lot until after Yizkor, then we were le€t with only 11
men. We davened Mincha early because the bridges were
closing at 3:00, (Satelite Beach is an island only con-
nected to the madinland by a bridge) and 2 of the 11 men
had to leave. We were left with no Minyan for Neila. Our
father was determined to find a Minyan. He was thinking
of people who stayed for the hurricane, who lived within
walking distance and would be willing to come. Our father
decided to walk to our Jewish neighbor's house and ask
him to come. Our Shul is 1% miles away from our house. He
was drenched when he got to the man's house. The per-
son thought he was looking for refuge, and when my £a-
ther said we are looking for a minyan he got very upset.
His wife convinced him to go to Shul in honor of his fa-
ther. He came. We were so happy that we had a Minyan.

Hey kids!
Send us a report about your shlichus and we will IY”H pub-
lish it in our future connections!
E-mail us at connections@shluchim.org
Please include your name, age and location of shlichus.

A project of CHINUCH YALDEI HASHLUCHIM a division of The Shluchim Office
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The & tells us that 30 days before a 2w or we must
already learn the o'»7 connected to that 2w ov. Even though the
Xns is referring to nos, we must do the same before m>w and
maw.

On & ‘1, thirty days before myaw, we must start learning
the mabn of mpaw. We should not only learn the mab:, but also
ideas connected to the 2w o» so that we can celebrate the 2w or
in a better way. Since nyaw is Wwnmn N0 o we must begin now
to prepare to receive the mn.

In particular, the children of ‘1 mxay must begin preparing for
N 1N, Because their main purpose is to learn nmin and do miyn.

How should they prepare themselves? By saying “ynwn mwyy”
Jjust as the Jewish people did at *»o a1. They should resolve to
learn 70 and do miyn every day of the year and do so with even
greater nvn, joy and happiness than ever before.

If we begin to prepare 30 days before nynaw, and we continue
in the days that follow, we can be sure that we will celebrate o
wnn o in the most perfect and successful way.

(‘The Rebbe Speaks to Children’ lyar 6, 5742)
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QUESTION: Since it says "o*1am S8 anx" - "Speak
to the Kohanim" - why are the words "orbx nnxY -
"and tell them" needed?

ANSWER: A on of the »an ayu5x once said that
through &3 he managed not to do mray.
Whenever his pai1 9¥» would approach him he would

scream, "Do you know who | am? | am an important
person, a von of a great Rebbe. And you expect ME

to do mraye”

Hashem is giving over two messages to the Ko-
hanim, one general and one specific. Firstly, ‘1 said
to mwn "ooanan YR mR" - "Speak to the Kohanim' -
R 03" - always remember that you are the
children of ;7. As children of such a special man,
you must behave yourselves in a way that fits
where you come from. Once they know this, then,
"orbr nmxY - “tell them the oy that apply to
them."

(Adapted from Vedbarta Bam)

¢ DI You KNOW?

(“F=1:3%2) 7119 ADD.... R WM. P13 ON”
QUESTION: Why does the list of the o»aw o start with nos?
ANSWER: In this weeks nw1s the 2w o of the year are listed. I€ we know the day of the week rnos begins, we can
Ligure out on which day of the week the other oaw o1 o€ the year will take place.
A way to remember this is the system of At Bash(n which "}" interchanges with ", 2" interchanges with "v”*, "

with "', etc.).

Ale€-Tav - The day of the week on which the first day ('X") o€ noa takes place will also be the day of the week when

AN AYwn occurs.

Beis-Shin - The second day ('2") o€ nos will be the day when nyaw £alls.
Gimmel-Reish - The third day ("3") o€ nos will be the day when first day of mwit wxa takes place.
Dadled-Kuf - The fourth day (1") o€ nos will be the day of mnit nxap, which is i nrnw, when we finish reading the

1 for that year and start again from the beginning.

Heh-Tzadik - The £ieth day (1) o€ nos is the day of ow, the fast of o> ov.

Vav-Peh - The sixth day (1) o€ nos is the day on which oys has taken place a month earlier (in 27R). It is necessary to
know what day o1 took place the month before in order to calculate the day of mya 35 since mwa 35 and oo

dlways €all on the same day of the week.
(Adapted from Vedibarta Bam

A project of CHINUCH YALDEI HASHLUCHIM a division of The Shluchim Office
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Ri,bbi Chanina ben Dosa
atched all the people
going up to Yerushalayim, taking
with them fine gifts and offerings
for the Temple.

How he longed to go with
them, and bring some wonderful
gift for Hashem. Alas, Rabbi
Chanina was very poor. He had
nothing he could offer to G-d.

He wandered sadly till he was
all alone in a deserted ficld.
Suddenly he saw an interesting
stone on the ground. It was very
large and beautiful.

“What a splendid idea!”
thought Rabbi Chanina. “T will
take this stone to the Holy
Temple as my gift to Hashem!”

Rabbi Chanina ran home to
get his tools. He cut the stone,
and polished it till its colors
shone beautifully.

At last it was fit to decorate
the Bais HaMikdosh.

But how would he ever gert it
there? He looked for someone to
help. He would need five strong
men to carry it, and they would
have to be paid. What was Rabbi
Chanina to do? He barely had
five gold coins as his whole life’s
savings.

Suddenly five men appeared
as if out of nowhere. “We will
help you carry this stone,” they
said. “Can you give us each one
gold coin?”

That was
exactly how
much  money
Rabbi Chanina
could afford.

“Yes,” he
agreed at once.
“I will give you
that much!”

“You must
also help us to
carry the stone,”
the men said.

As the men
lifted the stone,
Rabbi Chanina
placed his hand
under it too. It
felt miraculously
light. Suddenly,
he found
himself in
Yerushalayim,
standing  right
there in the Holy
Temple. “Here,
I'll pay you,” he said to the men,
but they had all vanished!

Rabbi Chanina hurried to
speak with the Sages who sat in

the Temple. They smiled. “Those

men must have been angels sent
to help you!” they said. So Rabbi
Chanina gave the money to poor
Torah students instead, and
thanked Hashem for helping
him.

This story teaches us many
interesting lessons.

n“a

Rabbi Chanina and the Rock

Rabbi Yosai said: All your deeds should be for the sake of Heaven.

(Avos 2:12)

“As the men lifted the stone, Rabbi Chanina
placed his hand under it too.”

Nowadays it is in our hands
to bring Moshiach. That might
seem like an impossibly difficult
task. How can we ever do it?

We must take a lesson from
Rabbi Chanina. If we really want
to do bring Moshiach, we need
only try. Even if all we do is ‘put
our hand to the rock’, Hashem
will make it possible for us, and
before we know it, we will find
ourselves in  Yerushalayim,
together with Moshiach, and all
the Jewish people, Now!

credits: Tzivos Hashem
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Kids! Fill out the answers to the puzzle below, and fax it to the Shluchim Office at (718) 221—- 0985 or e-mail it to /g
connections @shluchim.org by Wednesday 4R ‘0. m

"R N talks about the oraw oy, <

Example: 59 We use a 395 -

It's the day when we are forgiven &

We got the best present of dll! &

It's the next 2w oy after Moo o Z

We count for 50 days before this awor

The "ow is blown on this day &

Level 1: Ages 5-8 Z
Write the name of the 2w or next to the detail.

The nos 129p was brought on this awor

Z |z § We eat outside our house -
¢ [mawn wNT
ZIW N | ¥ '
2|, % It's cdlled the 2w o o€ myn iy
e It's starts on K

The om>°2 are brought on this day &

We are told to take a1 yy i, ansnk g

We remember how the ;& were taken 2
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» TR SO Do s out of o»¥n z

2 |/ memee 0 i

S D D ( Adults don't eat or drink 7

W p)

. \)D ] — A e ’_( 7
(L) ST~ =0 <3 It's the Head of the Year Wi

b = et

» Name: Age: A

» Address:

2 City: State: Zip: Go 0 ” c k /

' Phone: e-mail: A
» Winners: Z
Wi Pesach: Miriam Tzivia Brocha Raskin, 5; Melbourne, Australia & .
7 Mendel Stiefel, 6; Laval, Quebec .
W4 Parshas Kedoshim: Mendel Levertov, 8; Santa Fe, New Mexico
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Shluchim Office at (718) 221—- 0985 or e-mail it to
connections @shluchim.org by Wednesday 998 ‘0.

MR Nens talks about the oaw ooy,
Level Z: Ages 9-12

Write the name of the 2w o» next to the detail. Then, look in a wmrn and find the pas and oo %

where each detail is mentioned. (You can use the wmn to help you if you get stuck, too)

Example:
mow We use the branch of apdim tree ‘B pwd_32pd

It's cdlled the Day of Atonement  _pwd ____ p7d

A7 of 2loaves of bread is brought P ab)

It's on the 15th day of the #thmonth ___ pWwd __ p7b

It's 50 days after the anw 129p is brought 1w ab)
The 70w is blown on this day ___pwa bl 4
—_— We are told to bring the w1279  ___ pws Zab) Z
. E;:“ i -@%w%g W told to live in booth =108 510 ‘&

N ‘ e are to ive in booths _ -
T oNT s ol
vig Nl | v . .

2% g It's cdlled the Festival o€ myn __pwo AR/
It's on the tenthday of themonth _pwd __ p &
Z
The o122 are brought on thisday __ s P )
Z
We are told to takeappsd __ _pwod __ pw )
Z
It’s in the first month, on the 14thday ___pwd ____ P75 P

& > tmbatmbbm 2 We are supposed to be afflicted on this 109 55 <
d E ITLD]D< day —ree—re g
h - ' m
. C MWeorurwsaon 9‘4 S It's in the seventh month, on the firstday ___pwd _ pao )
L 2 et % 5 .
Z Name: Age: .
Address: 0 0 .
w City: State: Zip: e /r /s
Wi -
» e-mail: 1 »
» Winners: W
» Pesach:. Zevi & Levi Steinmetz, Sarasota, Florida & Chaya Posner, 11; Boston, MA Z
» Parshas Kedoshim: Menucha Kadlmanson, 8; Mason, Ohio 7
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